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Preface

Runtime systems are critical to the implementation of parallel programming languages
and libraries. They providethe core functionality of a particular programming model and
the glue between the model and the underlying hardware and operating system. Assuch,
runtime systems have a large impact on the performance and portability of parallel pro-
gramming systems.

Despite the importance of runtime systems, few papers describing their design and im-
plementation appear in the literature. To remedy this situation, we have been organizing
the RT SPP Workshop, which provides aforum for researchers to present their results and
ideas on runtime systemsfor parallel programming. The RTSPP workshop will take place
on April 5, 1997 in Geneva, Switzerland in conjunction with IPPS 97.

The one-day workshop includes both invited talks and paper presentations. The invited
speakers are: Alok Choudhary, Andrew Grimshaw, and Andrew Chien. The paper pre-
sentations were sel ected after a careful reviewing process; each paper wasreviewed by at
least three members of the program committee. Based on the reviewers comments, the
authors revised their papers for inclusion in these workshop proceedings.

We hope that RTSPP will become an interesting and exiting workshop.

Koen Langendoen
Matthew Haines
Gergory Benson
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